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AFTERWORD
by Dame Jane Goodall

Our current environmental crisis is not something new. 
I remember saying some years ago that the concept of 
‘ecocide’ was long overdue and could lead to an important 
change in the way people perceive and respond to the fact 
that we are destroying the natural world. Indeed, in many 
places we are using up natural resources faster than nature 
can replenish them. We are in the midst of the sixth great 
extinction of plant and animal species. And we are all 
threatened by climate change. Fortunately, more and more 
people have gradually become aware of the terrible harm 
we have inflicted on Planet Earth and that ‘ecocide’ – the 
destruction of the environment – is a crime. And, let’s face 
it, it is not only a crime against nature, but also against 
humanity, particularly against future generations. 
 I have spent a great deal of my life in the rainforest 
and other wilderness areas, and I have acquired an 
understanding of the interconnectedness of living things, 
the fact that each species of plant and animal has a role to 
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play in the amazing tapestry of life. We must understand 
that we humans are part of the natural world, not separate 
from it. That we are utterly dependent on Mother Nature, 
and when we destroy her, we are also ultimately threatening 
our own species with extinction. For we are, in the end, just 
one species among many – though unfortunately the most 
destructive that has ever evolved.
 The word ‘ecocide’ has a similar ring to ‘genocide’ – the 
mass killing of one ethnic group by another. And ‘ecocide’ 
does indeed imply the mass killing of the natural world, 
the diversity of species within an ecosystem. Like genocide, 
ecocide generates feelings of shock, horror – and anger. It 
helps people to understand that our onslaught against 
nature is truly an atrocity.  
 Ecocide, ethically and morally, is a crime. How can it be 
right for one species among many to destroy other species 
and the ecosystems that support them? And it is ethically 
and morally a crime against humanity. Listing ecocide as 
a crime at the International Criminal Court will help to 
protect Mother Nature and support those who are working 
to save her. And that number is growing around the world, 
as more and more people begin to make ethical choices in 
the way they live their lives, as corporations begin to change 
their harmful practices, and as young people increasingly 
take action to advocate for and work for a more sustainable 
way of life.
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 Polly Higgins called upon us to ‘dare to be great’. And I echo 
that when I tell people that each one of us has an indomitable 
spirit and that we must work to grow it and fight to make 
the world a better place for all life. Polly’s sheer tenacity and 
perseverance in her fight for ecocide to be recognised as the 
crime that it is has paid off, as it seems truly possible that this 
law will finally be put in place.  

Let us hope it will be in time.

Dame Jane Goodall
February 2020
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